E660

The AME Church is the oldest historically
Black church denomination, founded by faith
leaders who faced racial discrimination that
would prevent African American worshippers
from attending the same sermons as their
white peers. Beginning with the first Church in
Philadelphia, Mother Bethel African Methodist
Episcopal Church, the AME churches ex-
panded rapidly following the end of the Civil
War and the emancipation of enslaved African
Americans who sought a spiritual home. The
Mission of the AME Church is to minister the
social, spiritual, and physical development of
all people.

Founded by John Wesley Brooks in 1857,
Bethel AME is the oldest historically Black
church in Washtenaw County. Since their
humble beginnings in a shared worship space,
they have been a welcoming a vibrant mem-
ber of our diverse faith collaborative in South-
east Michigan. Currently led by Reverend
Mashod A. Evans, Sr. Bethel AME is a bea-
con of the Ann Arbor community. Their work
goes far beyond worship with their charitable
work done throughout the county by the con-
gregation. They arrange donation drives for
agencies that assist our neighbors at all walks
of life, run a literacy program for children, and
host events that support the health of our en-
tire community. The church and its members
are dedicated to uplifting and bettering our
community, and for that we are thankful for
their nearly two centuries of service.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me today in celebrating one hundred and
sixty-five years of Bethel AME Church. As the
Fourth Episcopal District celebrates their one
hundred and thirty sixth Michigan Annual Con-
ference here in Ann Arbor, we welcome lead-
ers and delegates representing over fifty
churches from across this great state. | join
with Bishop John F. White, Reverend Mashod
A. Evans, and the entire congregation of Beth-
el AME and the Fourth Episcopal District in
extending my best wishes and gratitude to all
on this special day. We are grateful for Bethel
AME’s impactful work and wish them contin-
ued success in the coming years.

——

RECOGNIZING MATT MCLOGAN
AND HIS YEARS OF SERVICE AT
GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVER-
SITY

HON. PETER MEIJER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 23, 2022

Mr. MEIJER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize West Michigan’s own Grand Val-
ley State University Vice President Matthew E.
McLogan, who for nearly 35 years has deliv-
ered unparalleled leadership and expertise to
our region’s academic communities.

Originally hired in 1987, he is the longest
serving executive officer in university history.
Prior to his time at GVSU, Matt was a fixture
in broadcast news and served honorably as
Michigan’s former Public Service Commis-
sioner. He took the exceptional skillset he built
in these professions and brought it to GVSU.

When Matt joined Grand Valley and became
a Laker, the school’s lone campus was home
to just 8,000 students. Now, as of 2022, the
Laker community has grown nearly threefold,
boasting over 23,000 students across five lo-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

cations. The university’s technological centers,
libraries, and resources are now the envy of
competing institutions at home in West Michi-
gan and across the Nation.

Having served through the previous four of
five university presidents, Matt facilitated and
witnessed firsthand Grand Valley State Univer-
sity’s historic expansion. For years, he has
been essential to the success of Grand Val-
ley’s executive leadership, playing a crucial
role in government and alumni relations, the
school’s marketing programs, and as secretary
to the Board of Trustees.

Matt maintains responsibility for some of the
institution’s most memorable accomplish-
ments: the university’s presence on Grand
Rapids’ famous Medical Mile, the school’s un-
precedented expansion, and game-changing
additions requiring public support. Matt is
known widely throughout our community as
one of West Michigan’s best promoters and
academic professionals.

Largely due to the leadership and expertise
of Vice President McLogan, Grand Valley
State University is poised to continue unprece-
dented growth for many years to come. Matt
has brought great fortune to the Lakers, and
there is no doubt that the successes of his
leadership have made a lasting impact on our
community.

Madam Speaker, it is my distinct honor to
take this time to recognize the accomplish-
ments of this distinguished leader. | applaud
Matt for his decades of selfless leadership and
service to the Grand Valley community and
can say with great certainty that his accom-
plishments will not soon be forgotten.

CELEBRATING THE MILITARY
SERVICE AND RETIREMENT OF
LTC JASON MALONE

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 23, 2022

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Madam Speaker,
today | rise to recognize the outstanding mili-
tary service and retirement of Lieutenant Colo-
nel (LTC) Jason Malone. He has dem-
onstrated a devotion to America throughout hit
long and distinguished military career in the
U.S. Army and as a member of the Mississippi
Army National Guard.

In 1995, LTC Malone completed Basic
Training and Advanced Individual Training.
Additional professional development training
included the Non-Commissioned Officer Pro-
fessional Development Course (2000), Re-
serve Officer Training Corps (Commissioned
as a 2nd Lieutenant in 2003), Armor Officer
Basic Course (2003—2004), Advanced Military
Transition Trainer Course, Combat Lifesavers
Course (2008), Logistics Captain’s Career
Course (2008), Logistics Captain’s Career
Course (2009), Command General Staff Col-
lege (2013—-2014), Division Transportation Offi-
cer (2014), Joint Planners Course, and Air-
borne Course.

LTC Malone is proud of his military service.
He served in the Mississippi Army National
Guard (155th Armored Brigade) from January
1998 until May 2003. LTC Malone is a third
generation 82nd Airborne Paratrooper. He led
troops in combat as a Tank Platoon Leader
with 3rd Infantry Division and Company Com-
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mander in the 82nd ABN Division. LTC Ma-
lone was selected as an Infantry (enlisted ac-
tive duty), an Armor Officer (Tanks) and a Lo-
gistics Officer. He was also selected for Bat-
talion Command (declined due to family rea-
sons). Additionally, LTC Malone was selected
as one of twelve Division Transportation Offi-
cers in the U.S. Army. LTC Malone served on
four combat tours, six months in Europe for
Operation Atlantic Resolve (Russian Deter-
rence Operations) and is most proud to have
always served in critical and the most sought-
after positions in his field for the Army. Prior
to retirement, LTC Malone served at the U.S.
Central Command (USCENTCOM) from June
2018 until July 2022.

LTC Malone’s combat tours were as follows:
Irag (Samarra) 2005-2006 as a Tank Platoon
Leader (3rd Infantry Division), Iraq 2008—2009
(Mosul) as a Military Transition Trainer to the
Iragi Army, Afghanistan (Bagram) 2014-2015
as the Mobility Chief for all U.S. Forces-Af-
ghanistan with the 3rd Infantry Division, and
Iraq (Al Asad Airbase or AAAB) May-Decem-
ber 2011 as a Company Commander with the
82nd Airborne Division.

LTC Malone’s proud and accomplished mili-
tary service has earned him prestigious
awards. His awards are the Bronze Star
Medal (BSM) x three, the Defense Meritorious
Service Medal (DMSM) x two, the Meritorious
Service Medal (MSM) x three, the Army Com-
mendation Medal (ARCOM) x two, and the
Army Achievement Medal (AAM) x three.

LTC Malone is a graduate of Saltillo High
School. In addition to his distinguished military
accomplishments, LTC Malone earned a
Bachelor of Science in Business Management
and a Master of Science in Criminal Justice.
He is the proud husband of his wife, Cheryl,
and father to their three children, Hanna,
Breanna, and Isaac. LTC Malone’s parents
are Steve Malone and Teri Kirkpatrick, both of
whom have loved and supported him through-
out his career.

————

COMMEMORATING THE NATIONAL
FEDERAL PELL GRANT DAY

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 23, 2022

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the
Pell Grant Program.

All Americans, regardless of their income,
should have the right to access quality edu-
cation, which is invaluable for accessing good
jobs, financial stability, and economic mobility.
Throughout my career, | have strongly sup-
ported the Pell Grant Program, which provides
direct financial assistance to low-income stu-
dents to ensure they have the same access to
higher education and opportunities for success
as their higher-income peers.

Since its creation, more than 80 million stu-
dents have received a Pell Grant. Today,
nearly 7 million students are going to college
with Pell Grants, including over 17,000 stu-
dents in my district who are receiving $71 mil-
lion to pursue their higher education goals.

As a recipient of financial aid who couldn’t
have attended college without help, | under-
stand the need for the federal government to
ensure students have access to higher edu-
cation. | believe that a college education—
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whether from a vocational school, a commu-
nity college, or a four-year college—should
open doors for students, not weigh them down
with insurmountable debt.

When the program was created 50 years
ago with bipartisan support, it could cover
more than 75 percent of the cost of earning a
four-year degree at a public university. But
today, it doesn’t even cover 30 percent of the
cost. That's why I've fought throughout my ca-
reer to increase Pell Grant funding in order to
help current and future students with the rising
costs of higher education.

Our investment in the Pell Grant is an in-
vestment in our children’s and our nation’s fu-
ture. As we mark 50 years of the Pell Grant
program and recognize the success of grad-
uates who have benefitted from it, | look for-
ward to continuing my support for the program
to ensure future students have access to in-
valuable opportunities without being saddled
with burdensome loan debt.

| urge my colleagues to support the bipar-
tisan resolution declaring June 23, 2022, as
National Pell Grant Day, as well as to work to-
wards protecting the right for all Americans to
pursue a higher education should they
choose, regardless of their financial status.

————

RECOGNIZING DR. CHRIS
MARKWOOD

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 23, 2022

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, it
is my honor and pleasure to extend my per-
sonal congratulations and best wishes to a
gifted educator and devoted community lead-
er, Dr. Chris Markwood, on his retirement as
the President of Columbus State University
(CSU). Dr. Markwood’s retirement from three
decades of work in higher education will be
celebrated at a reception on June 23, 2022, at
the Cunningham Conference Center in Colum-
bus, Georgia.

Dr. Markwood earned a bachelor's degree
in Political Science and History from South-
west Baptist University in Bolivar, Missouri. He
then returned to his native state of Texas to
earn his doctorate and a master's degree in
Political Science from the University of Mis-
souri-Columbia.

Before beginning his tenure as President of
Columbus State University, Dr. Markwood as-
cended to several distinguished higher edu-
cation positions across the United States, in-
cluding the inaugural Dean of the University of
Central Oklahoma’s College of Arts, Media &
Design; interim chancellor at the University of
Wisconsin-Superior; and provost and vice
president for Academic Affairs at Texas A&M
University-Corpus Christi.

In June of 2015, Dr. Markwood joined Co-
lumbus State University as the institution’s fifth
president, where he implemented an ambitious
plan to reconnect the university with the great-
er Columbus community of fostering
“communiversity.” During seven years of dedi-
cated service, Dr. Markwood not only led CSU
to achieve outstanding academic success but
also oversaw the growth of community events
such as Winter Fest, a holiday festival that
brings thousands from the surrounding Colum-
bus area to CSU’s Main Campus every year
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for a celebration of the many religions, cul-
tures, and traditions that live in the hearts of
the people of the Chattahoochee Valley. Dr.
Markwood’s philosophy of ‘“communiversity”
has certainly paid off, expanding the reach of
the University into the greater Columbus area
and forging bonds that have created new op-
portunities for students, graduates, and the
businesses that serve as the economic back-
bone of the community. This includes CSU
being among the inaugural group of University
System of Georgia institutions offering the sys-
tem’s new nexus degree programs—designed
to aid more Georgians in accessing careers in
high-demand areas and to help employers
identify highly qualified talent.

Under Dr. Markwood’s leadership, Colum-
bus State University has remained a mainstay
in the U.S. News and World Report’s ranking
of regional public universities and the publica-
tion’s mobility index. Other publications and
websites have lauded the university’s aca-
demic strengths in business, communication,
nursing, and online degrees, as well as its
military-friendly environment. Additionally, CSU
has introduced nearly thirty new under-
graduate and graduate degree offerings, a
nearly equal number of new certificate pro-
grams, and modernized more than a dozen
academic programs to better serve its stu-
dents. This transformation was exemplified
through several corporate-community-aca-
demic partnerships, such as the creation of
new cybersecurity and robotics engineering
programs in collaboration with TSYS, Fort

Benning, and Pratt & Whitney. Moreover,
under Dr. Markwood’s tenure, CSU dem-
onstrated its preeminence in the arts by

launching a new film production degree in
partnership with the Georgia Film Academy,
and created Flat Rock Studio, a state-of-the-
art film and television production campus, with
support of Columbus’ own W.C. Bradley.
These robust community partnerships have
positioned Columbus State University and its
students extremely well for successful future
careers in an expanding field of job opportuni-
ties.

Dr. Markwood has been honored both lo-
cally and statewide; in 2021, he received the
Meritorious Public Service Medal from the De-
partment of the Army—presented by Major
Gen. Patrick Donahoe, Commanding General
of the U.S. Army Maneuver Center of Excel-
lence and Fort Benning. He has also been in-
cluded on Georgia Trend’s 2022 list “100 Most
Influential Georgians” which marked his sixth
consecutive appearance among the handful of
university presidents across the state to be in-
cluded each year. Dr. Markwood currently
serves as an executive committee member of
the Peach Belt Conference, a member of the
Georgia Council on Economic Education’s
Board of Trustees and the University System
of Georgia’s Comprehensive Administrative
Review Steering Committee. He is also a
longtime Rotarian and current member of the
Columbus Rotary Club.

Dr. Markwood'’s official service at CSU will
soon be coming to an end, but his dedication
to helping others will continue. As a servant
leader and man of faith, Dr. Markwood has
shown a strong commitment to both serving
students and improving the quality of life in the
Chattahoochee Valley. Dr. Chris Markwood
has accomplished much in his life, but none of
it would have been possible without the grace
of God; the love and support of his wife,
Bridget, and their daughter, Reagan.
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Nelson Mandela once said that “education
is the most powerful weapon which you can
use to change the world.” Dr. Chris Markwood
has dedicated his life’s work to educating
scholars who will turn their passions into thriv-
ing careers that will improve our communities
and change the world.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
House of Representatives to join my wife, Viv-
ian, and me along with the more than 730,000
residents of the Second Congressional District
of Georgia in extending our sincerest appre-
ciation and best wishes to Dr. Chris
Markwood, and his family, upon the occasion
of his retirement. Throughout his career, Dr.
Markwood has done so much for so many for
so long and we wish him the very best as he
embarks upon the next chapter of his life.

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE PELL GRANT

HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 23, 2022

Ms. SANCHEZ. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to mark the 50th Anniversary of the Pell
Grant program.

When Congress created the Basic Edu-
cational Opportunity Grant in 1972, they did so
to provide direct financial aid to working fami-
lies, like my own, who faced numerous chal-
lenges in paying for college.

My parents arrived in the U.S. in pursuit of
the promise of the American dream for them-
selves and their seven children.

When | was accepted into UC Berkeley, the
question of how to pay for it loomed large over
my parents and me. It took me 20 years to
pay off my school loans, which | always con-
sidered an investment in myself.

However, at 17 years old, taking out student
loans was terrifying. And these days, paying
for college has only gotten harder. Most of the
families receiving Pell Grants earn incomes of
$40,000 or less. That is why the federal Pell
Grant program eases families’ student loan
burden and is critical to ensuring folks can
pursue higher education.

My district is made of families like my own-
working families trying to ensure their children
have access to the economic mobility that col-
lege can provide. In the 38th district of Cali-
fornia, a little over 15,000 students are receiv-
ing almost $59,000,000 in Pell Grant awards.
That's only a portion of the 7 million students
that can attend college because of Pell
Grants.

As we approach the 50-year mark on the
Pell Grant program, | encourage the United
States to celebrate “National Pell Grant Day”
on June 23. Let us recognize the current stu-
dents and successful graduates who have
benefited from the program.

Madam Speaker, | hope we can count on
another 50 years of bipartisan support for low-
income students through the Pell Grant pro-
gram. | urge my colleagues to support the bi-
partisan resolution declaring June 23, 2022,
National Pell Grant Day this year, and in the
future.
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